Stability of classification of filamentous fungi under changes in character coding strategy.
The characteristics of a number of filamentous fungal cultures were obtained from two previously published numerical taxonomic studies on Penicillium and Phoma. The coding strategies for some of the physiological and morphological properties employed in the original studies were re-examined and the data was re-coded by combining sets of characters into single ordered multistate characters. The different coding procedures were compared by generating average linkage (UPGMA) dendrograms which were in turn compared by calculating correlation coefficients between the final similarity matrices implied by these dendrograms. The character conversions had no significant effect on the final outcome of the clustering.